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The Cooperative Film Program 


Mc than a year of careful thought, much planning, and a number | 
of meetings have gone into the founding of the new film program spon. 
sored jointly by the state library agencies of Maine, New Hampshire, and 
Vermont. First came an attempt to interest the larger libraries within New 
Hampshire alone, but this being carried on all by mail, was not successful, 
At last Mr. Austin Olney, director of the Audio-Visual Center of U. N. H, 
and Mrs. Mildred McKay of the N. H. State Library invited the Maine _ 
State Library and the Vermont Free Public Library Commission, as well 
as the larger city libraries, to meet in Durham for an all-day session, hoping 
that each might contribute enough money to start a special collection. The 
educational films provided by the U. N. H. are indeed fine, but do not meet : 
the special needs of public libraries. 

To draw up a contract agreeable to all parties required a year of patient 
striving; rejecting and consenting, all in a spirit of cooperation, until at last 
the contract was unanimously agreed upon. The contract is reprinted in full : 
in this bulletin, together with the rules and regulations, for perusal by any r 
interested librarian. 

All rural libraries under 10,000 population may use the films by applying 
to the library agency of their own state. The money to buy these films has 
been allotted from federal funds available through the Library Services Act. 


L. H. 
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USE A FILM 


by MARGERY STROUD 


Public Library Consultant, New Hampshire State Library 


U= of films in libraries is a comparatively new development. For many 
years books, newspapers, and magazines—printed materials—were 
the library’s stock in trade. Recently the more progressive and affluent 
libraries have expanded their resources to include other media of communica- 
tion—films, tapes, recordings, for example. Now the new tri-state film co- 
operative makes it possible for all libraries in New Hampshire, Vermont and 
Maine to offer films to their communities. 

Libraries can act as a clearing-house for films for clubs and organizations. 
Make available to each program chairman a list of the films which the 
library can procure. Make sure that he understands that you can give him 
better service if he can tell you at the time the year’s program is planned, 
what he will need for the year. Offer him a display of books to go along with 
the film. If you do not have appropriate titles, plan to borrow a collection 
from the state agency. Book the films for each club through the New Hamp- 
shire State Library or the Vermont Regional Libraries for specific dates, 
and return them after the program. This service means more postage money 
in the library’s budget, but this will be a small item when weighed against 
the good-will gained for the library, 

Make library-sponsored film programs part of your regular activities. 
Children always respond to the prospect of seeing ‘‘movies.”’ A film program 
can be a special treat, a feature of a party rounding out the summer reading 
program, the kick-off or the climax of a successful story hour season, A film 
program might be part of a special observance, such as Book Week or Na- 
tional Library Week. Whatever the occasion, if it is well-advertised, the 
response will be very rewarding. Programs should run between thirty minutes 
and an hour, depending on the age level of the group. 

Many small towns do not have the services of a story-teller available, and 
consequently are at a loss for a planned season’s program to interest the 
children. Films can fill this gap very well for these libraries. Many of the 
children’s films are stories or legends, and all of them have entertainment 
value. A library might plan, with the aid of personnel from the state agency 
if necessary, a monthly or bi-monthly series of programs based on films. 

If the films used are story-films, display the original books and other books 
by the same author, or others with similar themes. If the films have a subject 
interest, such as space travel or nature, arrange an appropriate display of 
attractive books. Between films, while the projector is being re-threaded, talk 
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about the books on display, to keep the children from becoming restless, 

Teen-agers are known for being more difficult to please, but it can be 
done. Find out what interests them, then work from there. Sometimes you'l] 
find a group more or less seriously interested in jazz, for instance. Encourage 
them to bring in records of well-known jazz personalities—Benny Goodman, 
Harry James, Louis Armstrong—or borrow the Benny Goodman Carnegie 
Hall jazz concert records, if available from your state library agency. Allow 
some time—one side of a 331% r.p.m. record—for listening, then show the 
film ‘‘Music in America,” which traces the development of American music, 
Arrange an attractive display of books on the history of jazz, the musical 
instruments, the personalities, and one or two on musical theory. Talk a 
little about each title. Finish the program with refreshments, and more jazz 
for background music. A program such as this, based on their own interests, 
cannot fail to please. 

Interests of adults are unlimited, just as those of children and teen-agers 
are. Again, it is important to appeal to a real interest of the particular group 
with which you are working. It may be a craft group, a garden club, a group 
interested in world affairs, another in armchair traveling. Whatever the theme 
of the program, feature appropriate books invitingly displayed. Always talk 
about the books to tie the program together. 

Films are easy and fun to use. A projector may be available from the 
school, or one of the churches. Get a projectionist if possible from your com- 
munity, to involve one more person. If you must run the projector yourself, 
it is just a matter of getting used to it. Don’t be afraid to use the instruction 
book. 

Because so many neighborhood movie houses have closed down, a care- 
fully planned series of films for a season for any age group has a good chance 
of success. Movies have great appeal for most people, even if they are not 
readers. Here is a chance to attract a whole new group to the library. 

Give your program plenty of publicity—newspapers, posters, telephone 
calls, word of mouth. Provide refreshments and it is a sure success. Get your 
trustees and your Friends of the Library working on the project. Ask for 
help from your state agency, specifying the time you need the film. Soon 
you will see the library’s stock in the community rising. Remember—nothing 
ventured, nothing gained. 


* * * * * * 


Will television replace books? President Javonovich of Harcourt, Brace & 
Company, publishers, answers: “Books will never be replaced because read- 
ing will never be replaced. Beyond thought and prayer, reading is the last 
truly private act of reflection. People will not give up their privacy and 
therefore they will not give up their reading.” 











Contract Regarding Film Service 


Is order to facilitate the use of film in public libraries, the Audio-Visual 
Center of the University of New Hampshire will maintain an educational 
exchange film service available to participating libraries under the following 
conditions: 

Each participating library—hereinafter called ‘“‘agency’’— according to its 
means and discretion shall purchase each year at least one film to be de- 
posited in the film library of the Audio-Visual Center during the life of said 
film. Such films shall then be available for use on loan to all participating 
agencies under rules and regulations established by the Center and the 
participating agencies. Such rules and regulations shall include the establish- 
ment of normal service charges for use of each film. A participating agency 
shall be entitled to the free use of all films deposited by the participating 
agencies to a total of the normal service charges equal to the initial cost of 
films deposited in the pool by such agency during any one year. A participa- 
ting agency may use its credit for use of any film at the University of New 
Hampshire Audio-Visual Center. At the conclusion of the annual booking 
date all films belonging to the participating agencies will become available 
to the University of New Hampshire Audio-Visual Center for general circula- 
tion. 

In addition to the normal service charges heretofore established, the 
Audio-Visual Center will make a handling charge to cover the cost of post- 
age, shipping containers, and regular care of film, at the rate of fifty cents 
(50c) per film. This service charge will vary according to the number of 
films released by the participating agencies to the University of New Hamp- 
shire Audio-Visual Center for general loan. The Center shall not assume 
any responsibility for damage to films nor for the loss or destruction of films. 
Each agency shall insure such films as it deposits against loss or destruction. 

Any agency may withdraw from participation in the service by giving 
notice on April Ist of any year. In case of withdrawal, films on deposit by 
said agency shall be returned by July Ist. 

The Audio-Visual Center of the University of New Hampshire may with- 
draw or limit its participation in this service by giving notice on April Ist 
of any year, and in case of withdrawal all films in circulation deposited by 
the participating agencies shall be returned to them by July Ist. 

It is understood that this is a continuing program and contracts do not 
have to be renewed each year. 

(A copy of this contract is signed by each of the participating agencies 
and the directors of the University of New Hampshire Audio-Visual Center.) 
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North Country Libraries Film Service 


RULES and REGULATIONS 


. Annual booking period shall be from May Ist to June 15th for the forth. 


coming Fall, Winter and Spring program. 


. There shall be an annual meeting not later than April Ist at which time a 


Chairman will be selected for the coming year and the participating 
agencies will vote on the films to be purchased. Each participating agency 
will then choose from those approved the films it will purchase. 


. Each participating agency must be represented at the annual session, 
. Previewing sessions will be held monthly except in July and August. 
. The assignment of time and place of the previewing session shall be deter- 


mined at the annual meeting. 

The films will be purchased by the individual agencies and delivered to 
the University of New Hampshire Audio-Visual Center on or before May 
Ist. 

Loan Period—Fifteen (15) days including transportation. 

Rental Fee shall be established according to the formula used by the 
University of New Hampshire Audio-Visual Center. 


Cooperative Film Library Films 


ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS AND NOW MIGUEL. U. W. 2 reels, sd, ) 


sd —sound B&W, 63 min., PIJH, $6.00. 
B&W —Dblack and white The story of an American family in the 
EBF —Encyclopedia Britannica Films southwest to whom the traditions of sheep- 
UW —United World Films raising have come down through gener- 
IFB —International Film Bureau ations from Spanish ancestors. Portrays 
P  —Primary their family life and the fulfillment of 
I —Intermediate young Miguel’s dream of being accepted 
J —Junior High on an equal footing by his father and | 
H —High School older brothers. 
pits ANDY AND THE LION. Weston Woods 
ALI AND THE BABY CAMEL. Aélantis. 1 reel, sd, color, 10 min., P, $2.50. 

1 reel, sd, color, 11 min., PI, $3.00. A film version of the book of the same 


Ali and his baby camel emphasize that title by James Daugherty which tells the 
children throughout the world have one _ story of the boy Andy, who borrows a book 
thing in common — they all love pets. about lions from the library, and when 
The animal in this case is a three month one appears with a thorn in its paw i 
old camel and his master is a nine year so knowing that he quite naturally pulb 
old boy, Ali. The playful nature of baby it out for the lion. A circus comes to 
camel, and the love of Ali for his pet town, a lion escapes, and Andy become 
dominate the film. Humorous. a hero when he and the lion recogniz 
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each other and peace is restored. 


ANIMAL FRIENDS. Film Assoc. 1 reel, sd, 
color, 10 min., P, $3.00. 
Kitten, a baby cat, and Shep, a big white 
dog are good friends, playing together, 
resting together, and even eating to- 
gether. Although Kitten wanders off to 
have a few adventures with other animals, 
she eventually returns to Shep. Humorous. 


APRYL AND HER BABY LAMB. Aélantis. 
1 reel, sd, color, 13 min., P, $4.00. 

Apryl is a five year old girl. A little lost 

lamb wanders into her home. The film 

tells the story of their friendship. 


AUDUBON AND THE BIRDS OF 
AMERICA. Coronet. 1 reel, sd, color, 
16 min., IJHC, $4.00. 

Audubon and the Birds of America is a 

visual biography of the man who, though 

a vagabond and wanderer, gave us great 

paintings of the birds of North America 

and did much to establish the basis for 
the conservation of wild life. 


BALLET GIRL. Brandon. 1 reel, sd, B&W, 
23 min., PIJ, $3.50. 

An introduction to the backstage world 
of the ballet as seen through the eyes of 
ten year old Kirsten Arnvig, a student 
at the Royal Danish Ballet. Includes ‘““The 
Conservatory”, classic ballet by August 
Bournouville. 


BEAVER VALLEY. Disney. 1 reel, sd, 
color, 32 min., PIJHC, $5.00. 

Shows birds, animals, and fish in their 

native habitat in the region of a beaver 

pond, including their courtship, house- 

building, and struggle for survival. 


BOY OF INDIA (A) RAMA AND HIS 
ELEPHANT. Coronet. 1 reel, sd, color, 
10 min., PI, $3.00. 

Rama, living with his family in Assam in 

Northeast India, goes to the river with 

his father to bathe their elephant, Gunda. 

On the way they pass women picking tea 

leaves and Gunda hauls logs to be used 

for a bridge. Rama leads Gunda to help 

a stalled truck, loaded with tea leaves, 

cross a stream. The tea is then loaded on a 

plane. 


CAMEL WHO TOOK A WALK (THE) 
Weston Woods. 1 reel, sd, color, 6 min., 
PI, $2.50. 


As the morning sky brightens the jungle, 
a lovely camel takes a walk. Far down the 
road, a tiger lies ready to pounce upon 
her. In a tree above, a monkey decides to 
drop a coconut on the tiger’s head when 
he springs; a squirrel will bite the mon- 
key’s tail; a bird will jump on the squir- 
rel’s head. Tension mounts as the camel 
approaches, but he turns and goes back. 
The bird laughs and all the animals wake 
up. 

CINDERELLA. Contemporary. 1 reel, sd 

B&W, 10 min., PI, $2.00. 

A retelling of the classic story of Cinder- 
ella, dramatized by silhouettes, with acti- 
vated black paper cutouts against a white 
background. 


CIRCUS BABY, (THE). Weston Woods. 
1 reel, sd, color, 5 min., P, $2.50. 

The illustrations from the book, The Circus 
Baby by Maud and Mike Petersham are 
used to tell the story of the circus baby 
elephant who tries to be and to act like 
the circus people around him. He finds it 
best to be his own elephant self. 


GALLANT LITTLE TAILOR. Contem- 

porary. 1 reel, sd, B&W, 10 min., P, $2.00. 
A story of the Brothers Grimm, about a 
tailor sent to kill giants and how he tricks 
them into fighting and killing each other, 
told in silhouette animation. 


GEORGIE. Weston Woods. 1 reel, sd, color, 
8 min., P, $2.50. 

An animated version of the story of the 

same name by Robert Bright, which uses 

the illustrations of the book to give the 

story its feeling of movement. The story 

is a humorous ghost narrative. 


GREAT ADVENTURE. DeRochemont. 

2 reels, sd, B& W, 75 min., PLJHC, $6.00. 
A dramatization of the four seasonal cycles 
on a Swedish farm into which has been 
woven a story of two small boys who rescue 
and then tame an otter, hiding it in an un- 
used hay-loft all through the winter. 


IN PARIS PARKS. Halcyon. 1 reel, sd, 
color, 1314 min., PIJHC, $4.00. 

A personal view and study of children 

and their spontaneous behavior in a Paris 

Park. This film has no narrative but uses 

the elements of color and music for added 

emphasis and texture. 
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I’VE BEEN THERE IN A BOOK. Carroll 
Barnes. 1 reel, sd, color, 16 min., IJHC, 
$4.00. 

Two boys reading selections from the 

Journals of Lewis and Clark, are on a 

stream poling a raft. The boys translate 

the experiences they find in the book to 
their own neighborhood, the foothills of the 

California Sierra. Shows how children can 

interpret and creatively dramatize what 

they read. 


JENNY’S BIRTHDAY BOOK. Weston 

Woods. | reel, sd, color, 8 min., P, $2.50. 
An animated version of the story of the 
same name by Esther Averill, which uses 
the illustrations of the book to provide 
effect of movement and animation. The 
narrative is based on the book. 


LAND OF THE LONG DAY. Int. Film 
Bureau. 2 reels, sd, color, 38 min., IJH, 
$5.00. 

During the short Arctic summer on Baffin 
Island, the native Eskimo enjoys four 
months of continuous daylight. But it is 
no time for relaxation, for provision must 
be made for the long, cold winter night 
ahead. In this film, Idlouk, Eskimo hunter, 
tells of his life in this northern land. We 
watch as he stalks the seal so vital to his 
existence, and as he and other hunters 
set out in kayaks to harpoon the white 
whale and the narwhal. At camp, we meet 
his wife, children, and aged parents, each 
of whom has work to do in the unceasing 
struggle for survival in this harsh land 
where the night is one hundred days. 


LENTIL. Weston Woods. | reel, sd, color, 
9 min., PI, $2.50. 

Lentil is a small boy who loves music 
but can make only strange sounds when 
he tries to sing. He learns to play a har- 
monica and the townspeople grow accus- 
tomed to seeing him with his inseparable 
harmonica. The band is to play at a 
home-coming day planned for Colonel 
Carter. When the jealous Mr. Sneeps sucks 
a lemon in front of the band members, 
their lips pucker and no one can play 
a note. Lentil saves the day by playing his 
harmonica. 


LIBRARY ADVENTURE. Morehouse. 1 
reel, sd, B&W, 13 min., IJH, $3.00. 
Two children find the children’s room 


a public library to be a friendly ang 
interesting place. Shows how to find fic. 
tion and non-fiction books and explains 
how to use the card catalogue; how to 
check out books, obtain a library card, 
and the care of books. 


LIFE ALONG THE WATERWAys, 
EBF. | reel, sd, color, 11 min., IJH, 
$3.00. 

Depicts many forms of plant and ani- 
mal life found near streams, ponds, rivers 
and marshes. Illustrates the dependence of 
the members of this community on the 
waterway, and their activities throughout 
the seasons. Shows physical changes of 
the waterway in its growth from brook to 
river. 


LITTLE RED LIGHTHOUSE (THE). 
Weston Woods. 1 reel, sd, color, 9 min, 
PI, $2.50. 

The illustrations of the book, The Little 
Red Lighthouse, are used to tell the story 
of the little lighthouse which is over- 
shadowed by the big new bridge that has 
been built. The lighthouse thinks he is no 
longer wanted but discovers to his de- 
light that he is still important. 


LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD. Bailey. 
1 reel, sd, color, 11 min., P, $3.00. 

An old familiar fairy tale told with live 

actors. 


LOUISIANA STORY. Contemporary. 2 

reels, sd, B& W, 77 min., CA, $6.00. 
Cajun lad of 12 watches an oil crew build 
and operate a derrick in his native bayou. 
He paddles through the bayou, fishes, 
loses his pet raccoon, fights an alligator, 
and makes friends with the oil men, The 
first drilling is unsuccessful, but on second 
try the men hit oil and cap the well. Oil 
means improved material existence for the 
boy’s family. His lost raccoon returns, and 
the oil crew leave the bayou pretty much 
as it was. 


MADELINE. Columbia. 1 reel, sd, color, 
10 min., PI, $3.00. 

One of the most lovable little girls ever 

to skip across the screen. In charming 

verse we are told of her many delightful 

adventures, including the one that makes 

her a heroine. 
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MAGIC FIDDLE. Conteinporary. | reel, sd, 
color, 15 min., IJH, $3.50. 

The Norwegian Ballet creates a color- 

ful version of the old folk tale, in a sur- 

realistic setting, to lively folk tunes. 


MAKE WAY FOR DUCKLING. Weston 

Woods. | reel, sd, color, 11 min., P, $2.50. 
A charming tale of a family of ducks, 
taken from the book by Robert McClosky. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mallard discreetly chose Bos- 
ton as the place to hatch and rear their 
eight ducklings. Their adventures with the 
swanboats and Michael, the policeman, 
and their trek from the nesting grounds, 
through traffic, to the Boston Public 
Gardens are portrayed. 


MIKE MULLIGAN AND HIS STEAM 
SHOVEL. Weston Woods. 1 reel, sd, 
color, 11 min., PI, $2.50. 

The illustrations from the book by Vir- 
ginia Lee Burton are used to tell the 
story of the old shovel that digs the foun- 
dation cellar for the new town hall — 
it is unable to get out and is finally con- 
verted into a steam heating boiler. 


MOOTI — CHILD OF NEW INDIA. 
Ailantis. 1 reel, sd, color, 15 min., JHC, 
$4.00. 

The story of a Hindu village boy who 
plays a part in the vision of changing 
India. Through Mooti’s eyes are presented 
the three major concepts of the film: 
change to new tools, new jobs, and new 
relationships. The sequences cover Mooti’s 
life in school, at home, at play, at work 
in the fields, and at the potter’s wheel. 


MORNING STAR. EBF. | reel, sd, color, 
35 min., IJHC, $5.00. 

A beautiful film, with inspirational over- 
tones, recording the annual spring migra- 
tion in Arizona of a large flock of sheep 
to summer pastures. Sheep, pack donkeys, 
dogs, herder, camp cook, and the lecturer, 
experience grueling hardships. The film 
ends with a visualization of the Twenty- 
Third Psalm. 


PACIFIC ISLAND. UW. 1 reel, sd, B&W, 
18 min., JHC, $3.00. 

The activities of the natives of Likiep, 

an atoll in the Marshall Islands group: 

practicing the art of navigation, building 

a boat, fishing, basket-weaving, caring for 


their thatched homes, attending school and 
church, and participating in a birthday 
feast. 


PALLE ALONE IN THE WORLD. 
Rembrandt. 1 reel, sd, B&W, 18 min., 
PIJH, $3.00. 

The story of a little boy who suddenly 
finds that he is the only person in Copen- 
hagen. He drives a street car, a stray auto, 
helps himself to all the toys he covets and 
devotes himself to making the impossible 
dreams of all small boys come true. 


PEOPLE ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI. 
EBF. | reel, sd, B&W, 22 min., PIJH, 
$3.00. 

The region through which the Méissis- 

sippi river flows provides a unique oppor- 

tunity for studying a cross section of Ameri- 
can life. This film unfolds such a study of 
following a toy sailboat on a journey from 
the headwaters to the mouth of the river. 

The story emphasizes the people of differ- 

ent backgrounds and origins who live 

along the river, and reveals their oneness 
in purpose and ideals. 


PEOPLE OF THE REINDEER. EBF. 

1 reel, sd, B&W, 18 min., IJHC, $3.00. 
Pictures the land and life of the people 
of the reindeer, the Lapps. In the spring, 
the reindeer herds go north, tended by all 
the family except the very old and the 
young who are in school. But young Nils, 
wooed by the voice of the West Wind, 
escapes the school room in a daydream 
and experiences the wonderful adventures 
about which all Lapp boys dream. 


PRINCESS AND THE DRAGON. Ster- 

ling. 1 reel, sd, B&W, 8 1% min., PI, $2.00. 
Puppets enact the story of the mythical 
kingdom where a monster dragon defies 
all the king’s men until the unknown hero 
comes on the scene and slays the monster, 
to win the beautiful princess. 


PUSS IN BOOTS. Contemporary. | reel, sd, 
B&W, 10 min., PI, $2.00. 

A version of the well known story. Action 

is presented by silhouettes, moving against 

lightly drawn, back-lighted settings. 


RED CARPET (THE). Weston Woods. 
1 reel, sd, color, 9 min., P, $2.50. 

An animated cartoon version of the story 

of Rex Parkin of the same title, telling 








8 NORTH COUNTRY LIBRARIES 


of the red carpet brought out of storage to 
receive the Duke of Syltana. The carpet 
unrolls at a speed and to an extent that 
throws the town into a turmoil. 


STEADFAST TIN SOLDIER. Brandon. 
1 reel, sd, color, 14 min., PI, $4.00. 
The fairy tale by Hans Christian Ander- 
son is portrayed in a puppet film with 

bright colored moving dolls. 

STORY ABOUT PING. Weston Woods. 
1 reel, sd, color, 10 min., PI, $2.30. 

Marjorie Flack and Kurt Wiese’s picture 

book classic about the adventures of a duck 

on the Yangtze River. 


SONGS OF THE AUVERGNE. Rem- 
brandt. 1 reel, sd, B&W, 20 min., JHC, 
$3.00. 

Pictures of French village life and the 

country-side combined with the singing 

of ancient provincial songs performed by 


Phyllis Curtin and members of the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra. 


TI-JEAN GOES LUMBERING. /FB. 

1 reel, sd, color, 16 min., PIJH, $4.00. 
A French-Canadian folk tale about the 
fantastic exploits of a mysterious little 
boy who one day rides into a winter 
logging camp on a big white horse. Ti- 
Jean’s feats dwarf those of even the hardi- 
est lumberjack. Portrays typical life and 
work in a Canadian logging camp. 


YOURS FOR A SONG. Roy Wilcox Prod. 

1 reel, sd, color, 22 min., PIJHC, $4.00. 
This film presents 24 different species of 
birds attracted to a yard providing the 
three necessities for bird life — _ food, 
water and shelter. Portrays various kinds 
of shelters, water containers, and many 
types of food, all of which will appeal 
to different species. 








Postage Rates on Library Materials 


THOUGH it now costs 4 cents to mail a letter, the rate of postage for books 
and other library materials sent from and to public libraries remains the 
same—“‘4 cents for the first pound and | cent for each additional pound or 
fraction thereof.” This is in accordance with the announced policy of Con- 
gress, expressed in the “Postal Policy Act of 1958” that the “‘post office is a 
public service” and should be used for the “promotion of social, cultural, 
intellectual and commercial intercourse among the people of the United 
States.” 

The library materials included under the terms of this law are: books 
consisting of reading matter or bibliography; printed music; phonograph 
recordings; 16 mm. films, slides, microfilms; other library materials in 
printed, duplicated, or photographic form or in the form of unpublished 
manuscripts. 

These materials must be in packages weighing not less than 1 pound, nor 
more than 70 pounds. 

When returning materials to the State Library or mailing library ma- 
terials to another public library (or school or college library) or to a library 
borrower, you should make sure that your local post office charges you no 
more than these rates. 
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Vermont Library News 


NORTH THETFORD 


The new North Thetford Library, built with a bequest of $25,000 left by 
George Washington Barnes, was dedicated on July 22, with open house, a 
musical program, and refreshments. The library has a generous central sec- 
tion; an adult book section with a large reading table, easy chairs, and lamps; 
an attractive and comfortable children’s area supplied with many special 
features to appeal to young people; a work room containing a wide counter, 
drawers, cupboards, and adequate room for processing. Downstairs is a 
room for group meetings, a kitchen, two lavatories, extra storage closets, and 
furnace room. The sale of the former library building provided funds for 
suitable furnishings for the new building. 





North Thetford Library 


SCHOLARSHIPS— 


The Vermont Library Association awarded scholarships to: 


Mrs. Anne P. Libby and  =——“ Mrs. Anna R. Yande 
Rutland Free Library Windsor Library 


The Free Public Library Commission awarded scholarships to: 


Mr. Frank Lillie __) 
Mr. Leslie Smith all of the Commission staff. 
Mr. Ethan Newton 


These five Vermont librarians studied at the University of New Hamp- 
shire Summer Session in the program for Elementary Library Techniques. 
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New Hampshire Library News 


TUFTONBORO 


Open House was held at the library in Center Tuftonboro on July 3]. 
Between 75 and 100 people came to view the 22 displays of hobbies and 
crafts, which were very tastefully arranged, and made use of appropriate 
books. Among the exhibitors was Joseph Tripetti, an internationally known 
craftsman and resident of Tuftonboro, one of the American exhibitors at the 
Brussels World’s Fair. At least 25 memberships were gained for the new 
Friends of the Library group. Visitors also had a chance to see the expanded 
library quarters. 


CANTERBURY 


For Old Home Day, the Elkins Library had a special exhibit of recent 
craft books and books of general interest to appeal to both men and women, 
entitled ‘“Take a TV cure.” 


SUNAPEE 


The Friends of the Library and trustees and librarian of the Abbott 
Library cooperated in sponsoring an Open House on the afternoon and 
evening of August 6. Special exhibits of books for both the literary-minded 
and those with a practical bent were set up in the adult area. An exhibit of 
children’s books was also displayed in combination with a book house made 
from book jackets. Of special interest was a painting by a local artist on 
display in the library. 


NEWPORT 


The Friends of the Library gave the Sarah Josepha Hale award this year 
to Archibald McLeish at the annual Library Festival. 


SCHOLARSHIPS 


The Federation of Women’s Clubs awarded scholarships to: 


Mrs. Viola Knowlton, Boscawen 
Mrs. Madelyn F. Quinn, Temple 
Mrs. Eva Vogel, Berlin 

Mrs. Frances Wiggin, Bedford 
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The following received certificates for four years’ successful completion of 
the U. N. H. course in Elementary Library Techniques: 


Mrs. Ethel Hanley, Franklin 
Miss Mabel E. Hayes, Dover 
Mrs. Helen Simpson, Newfields 
Mrs. Eva Vogel, Berlin 


Officers of the New Hampshire Library Trustees Association: 
President: Dr. M. Alice Normandin, Laconia 
Ist Vice President: James Pirnie, Exeter 

2nd Vice President: Mayland Morse, Concord 

Secretary: Lawrence C. Rising, East Andover 
Treasurer: William Smith, Lebanon 


Executive Board: above officers plus: 


Dr. J. Duane Squires, New London 
Miss Elizabeth Orton Jones, Mason 
Mrs. Barbara Holden, No. Newport 


Federal Aid in Vermont 


Pooper Aid in Vermont, as in other states, has been used to provide 
more books and improved library services for the people of Vermont. 
Consideration has been given to the quantity and quality of all library 
services. More staff, new bookmobiles, more books and inservice training 
workshops have contributed to this program. 

The foundation for these new services has been made possible by the 
addition of nine new positions to the Free Public Library Commission staff. 
They include consultants, field workers and clerical staff. At present they 
are located in Montpelier, Brattleboro, St. Albans and Bradford. 

These new staff members have worked directly with the librarians in towns 
of less than 10,000 population, as specified by the Library Services Act. 
Twelve librarians have had help in weeding and disposing of worn out and 


‘obsolete books in order to provide space for new books and improve the ap- 


pearance and services of the library. In some instances books no longer of 
value to that library have been sold, thus providing money for the purchase 
of new books needed in that community. In addition to giving help with 
weeding, the staff have planned and conducted weeding workshops. This 
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has resulted in more attractive libraries where patrons can more readily find 
the books they want. 

Librarians in small communities have similar problems. In order to help 
with these, twenty-two workshops have been held at convenient places 
throughout the state. These have also provided specific help in mending, 
reference work, book selection, cataloging, classification, library promotion 
and story telling. 

After story telling workshops in Wells River and Bradford, story hours 
every other Saturday were provided by the Woman’s Club during the winter, 
These alternated with film programs for children, which were part of the 
Federal Aid program in Bradford, Wells River and South Ryegate. There 
was an attendance of over 1,000 at these film and story programs from Jan- 
ary 18th to the end of April. 

Special programs with films, book exhibits, and talks were given to seven 
service clubs in the Bradford area with similar programs in six communities 
in the St. Albans area. 

At the beginning of the program two new large walk-in bookmobiles were 
purchased for the Rutland and St. Albans regions to replace their old book- 
mobiles. The improved book service which these new bookmobiles have pro- 
vided is evident by the substantial increase in book circulation. 

Reference books and children’s books have been purchased with Federal 
funds for libraries participating in this program. One librarian said, “I 
feel as though I had found a pirate’s cave!” 

One important aspect of the Federal program has been a joint publica- 
tion with the New Hampshire State Library. North Country Libraries provides 
timely information and book reviews to assist the librarians in small com- 
munities. One issue for library trustees and another for Friends of the Library 
groups have been widely used in Vermont. 

A film cooperative with New Hampshire and Maine will provide prac- 
tical assistance for adult and juvenile programs to stimulate the use of 
books and libraries in Vermont. A Consultant is now available at the Mont- 
pelier office for these services with the needed equipment available at each 
regional office. This new service should also stimulate the use of libraries and 
books. 

Federal Aid in Vermont has improved library services by providing 
more professional help for librarians, more books, more effective bookmobile 
services, in-service training, and library promotion help. It is hoped that 
the next three years will greatly add to these serviecs in order to further 
stimulate the use of books and library services throughout the state. 

Mrs. JANE B. Hopson, 
Executive Secretary 
Vermont Free Public Library Commission 
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John Cotton Dana’s Slogan 


This country has not produced a librarian superior to the late John Cotton 
Dana. He was versatile, creative, demanding, controversial. The first chil- 
dren’s library in the country was started by him in Denver. In Newark, 
where he ended his career, he not only built a central library that was and 
still is outstanding, but started the first of the nation’s great business libraries, 


We share with you his slogan: 


. Read 
. Read 


. Read anything 


OMNDULWN 


Read some more 


Read about everything 

. Read enjoyable things 

. Read things you yourself enjoy 
. Read, and talk about it 

. Read very carefully—something 


10. Read on the run—most things 
11. Don’t just think about reading, but 


12. Just read. 


(Quoted from LIBRARIES FOR FLORIDA, ed. by Thomas Dreier) 





BOOK REVIEWS 


ADULT FICTION 


Ratpu D. Ritey, Extension Librarian 
Littleton Branch, N. H. State Library 


THE BLOCKHOUSE. jean-Paul Clebert. 

Coward-McCann, $3.50. 
During the Normandy invasion, six men, 
laborers for the German army, take refuge 
in an underground blockhouse, whose en- 
trance is blocked by bombs. How two of 
them survive for six years on the stores 
they find makes a horrifyingly fascinating 
story. Based upon a true incident, which 
had its climax in 1950, this novel outdoes 
even Poe. 


ECHO OF THE FLUTE. Mildred Jordan. 
Doubleday, $4.50. 

The extraordinary contributions of a gifted 

German-American family form the central 


interest of this story of the Revolution and 
the years after. The setting is the same part 
of Pennsylvania the author used in ONE 
RED ROSE FOREVER. 


ELIZABETH BY NAME. Will Cook. 
Dodd, Mead, $3.95. 

Buffalo stampedes, bad men, Indians, 

gamblers, crooks—nothing fazes Elizabeth 


Rettig. However, she finally succumbs to 


the charm and strength of the Texas 
Ranger who seeks out a wanted trail hand 
at her trading post on the old cattle trail. 
Western adventure for the men; romantic 
historical novel for the ladies. 


THE FANCHER TRAIN. Amelia Bean. 
Doubleday, $3.95. 

Sharply-drawn characters, many of them 

actual historical figures, make an interest- 

ing story based upon the massacre at 
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Mountain Meadow during the Mormon 
Rebellion of 1857. Strong passions drive 
strong people toward a tragic climax in a 
little-known but critical incident in West- 
ern history. 


MISS MAGGIE AND THE DOCTOR. 
Una Troy. Dutton, $3.75. 

Miss Maggie, the central figure in the little 

seaside town of Ballybeg, paves the way 

for the new bachelor doctor, and helps him 

to win the acceptance of the warm-hearted 

but wary villagers. 


PORTUGUESE ESCAPE. Ann Bridge. 
Macmillan, $3.95. 

Newspaper woman Julia Probyn helps 
keep an Hungarian priest out of com- 
munist hands while he awaits passage from 
Portugal to America. Despite definite 
British slant, some rather sharp cuts at 
Americans, and a bit too much coincidence, 
it is interesting for its description of Portu- 
guese life and social conditions, active 
cloak-and-dagger plot, and a_ well-de- 
veloped romantic story. 





ADULT NON-FICTION 


CuHarLes D. Maurer, JrR., 
Extension Librarian 


Keene Branch, N. H. State Library 


BOY ON THE ROOFTOP. Tamas Szabo. 
Little, $3.75. 

Eyewitness account of the Hungarian Re- 

volt, written by a fifteen year old boy who 

was one of the youthful participants. Sim- 

plicity of the style of writing adds to a very 

moving effect. 


FLYING SAUCERS AND _ THE 
STRAIGHT-LINE MYSTERY. Aimé 
Michel. Criterion, $4.50. 

In the latest work to be published on this 
highly controversial subject, a French 
mathematician and engineer offers evidence 
to support his thesis that flying saucers 
do exist. General Chassin, who is Air De- 
fense Coordinator for NATO in Central 
Europe, states in the preface that the 
governments of the world should extend 
their research on this subject, if only to 
avoid any possible future confusion with 
guided missiles, a confusion which he feels 
could well set off a global war. 


THE GREAT AGE OF DISCOVERY. 
Paul Hermann. Harper, $6.00. 

Detailed history of the explorations made 
by Columbus and by the men who have 
followed him. Emphasizes the America, 
Africa, and the South Seas. A sequel to 
Dr. Hermann’s earlier work, CONQUEST 
BY MAN, which covered the period from 
the Ice Age to the fifteenth century. 


I WAS CHURCHILL’S SECRETARY, 

Elizabeth Nel. Coward-McCann, $3.50, 
Working closely with the English Prime 
Minister during World War II afforded the 
author many opportunities to observe Mr, 
Churchill, both in London and at the 
various conference sites of the Allies. An 
account of a hectic but varied and interest- 
ing period. 


THE LOOM OF HISTORY. Herbert 7. 

Muller. Harper, $7.50. 
Modern civilization can trace many of its 
origins, like the discovery of agriculture, 
to the peoples of Asia Minor. Concern here 
is with the contributions which the cultures 
of this geographical area have made to the 
world. 


SAIL HO! James Bisset. Criterion, $5.00. 
The ex-commodore of the Cunard Line 
tells of his early days on sailing ships, 1898- 
1905. A fascinating account of the be- 
ginning of his career, which was coincident 
with the end of a great sea era. 


SOVIET STRATEGY IN THE NU- 
CLEAR AGE. Raymond L. Garthoff. 
Praeger, $4.50. 

Timely statement of Russia’s aims and 

plans for world dominance. Includes a 

study of how our rival regards our position 

and potential future effect on the world 
scene. 


TRIGGER MARSHALL. Homer 
Duell, $3.75. 

Entertaining biography of Chris Madsen, 

who was a contemporary of Buffalo Bill 

and who later became a marshall in the 

Oklahoma Territory. Useful addition to 

help satisfy the demand in this area. 


THE SPLENDID LITTLE WAR. Frank 
Freidel. Little, $8.50. 

Within less than four months, the Spanish- 

American War was begun and concluded. 

Over three hundred photographs, sketches, 


Croy. 
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and maps accompany a lively, readable 
account of what happened during that 
summer of 1898. 


THE VERMONT GUIDE. Walter Hard, 
jr. Stephen Greene Press, Brattleboro, 
Vermont, $1.25. 

Maps, illustrations, and much interesting 

local color are included in this excellent 

guide book. The well-known Vermont 
writer gives a thorough town-by-town 
coverage of the state. 


700 HUNT IN CEYLON. Heinz Randow. 
Doubleday, $4.00. 

Ceylon’s jungles were the locale for the 
adventures of the Randows in capturing 
live zoo and circus specimens for the Euro- 
pean market. The weather was only one of 
the many problems which they encounter- 
ed. 





CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


Mrs. Muriet SANFORD, Children’s Librarian 


Free Public Library Commission, 
Montpelier, Vermont 


and 


Mrs. Emity Leavitt, Regional Librarian 
St. Fohnsbury, Vermont 


FOR THE YOUNGEST 


COW’S PARTY. Marie H. Ets. Viking, 
$2.50. 

Cow’s wish for company prompted her to 
invite the barnyard folk to a party. They 
had much fun romping all day. Those who 
could eat the green grass stayed all summer. 
Illustrations make this an appealing pic- 
ture book. 


DROOPSI. Virginia Kahl. Scribner, $2.50. 
With her usual cheerful, vigorous style, the 
artist tells a colorful story in pictures: Who 
will win the concertina concert prize? 
Will Droopsi? No! His playing is awful. 
A prose tale with a surprise twist. We miss 
the charming rhymes of previous books; 
but the action moves fast; the pictures have 
dash; and the book is fun. 


LITTLE BEAR’S SUNDAY BREAK- 
FAST. Janice. Lothrop, $2.75. 


This time it 1s Little Bear who invades 
Goldilocks’ house, eats her breakfast, sits 
in her chair, and sleeps in her bed. Children 
will delight in this reversal of the Goldi- 
locks story. 


UMBRELLA. Taro Yashima. Viking, $2.50. 
Momo, a three year old Japanese-American 
girl, is most excited over becoming the 
proud owner of a new umbrella. Any young 
child who has an umbrella of his or her 
own will share Momo’s enthusiasm. De- 
lightful pictures. 


THE WHISKERS OF HO HO. William 
Littlefield. Lothrop, $2.75. 

A New York Herald-Tribune 1957 Chil- 
dren’s Spring Book Festival Honor Book. 
Kwang Fu and his two friends, Ho Ho, 
the rabbit, and Tsee Tsee, the hen, live in a 
tall pagoda. Kwang Fu had a beautiful 
box of paints; Tsee Tsee laid an egg a day; 
and Ho Ho could be the Easter Bunny! A 
fanciful tale of the custom of egg-dyeing at 
Easter. The oriental cast and colors of the 
drawings lend enchantment and freshness 
to the story. Vladimir Bobri’s illustrations 
are unusually delightful. 


THE WIDE-AWAKE OWL. Louis Slobod- 
kin. Macmillan, $2.25. 

We do not really need the words to tell this 
story, at least after one reading! The artist 
has supplied all the charm and detail in his 
three-color sketches. A delightful go-to- 
sleep story, telling how some animals sleep 
and how little owl, after trying their ways, 
finally found a way for herself. 





FOR THE MIDDLE GROUP 


A BEAVER’S STORY. Emil S. Liers. 
Viking, $3.00. 

This story of a beaver’s day-to-day life is 
very cleverly related. It is based on close 
observation and follows in story form the 
needs, habits, and adventures of this animal. 
Illustrations fit very well with the story. A 
superior animal book. 


THE CABIN FACED WEST. Jean Fritz. 
Coward, $3.00. 

Ann, a frontier girl, longed for friends her 

own age. Little did she dream that some of 

their first company would be General 

Washington. This story, based on the ex- 
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periences of the author’s great-great grand- 
mother, will be enjoyed by girls in the 
middle grades. 

New York Harbor and the Queen Mary 
can also be made through this book. 


ELF OWL. Mary and Conrad Buff. Viking, 
$2.75. 

About the desert and the drama of its 
seasons, seen by Elf Owl as he watches 
from his nest near the tip of the old saguaro, 
giant cactus. Told in poetic prose, this na- 
ture story vibrates with life from the warm 
and delicate illustrations done in sepia. 


OLD ITALIAN TALES. Domenico Vit- 
torini, ed. McKay, $3.00. Illustrated in 
black-and-white by Kathryn Fligg. 

Twenty short, pithy tales with an Aesop 
twist to each. The author is a native Italian 
scholar who has translated these stories in- 
to English, keeping the charm of the origi- 
nal flavor. Delightful to read aloud; a pleas- 
ing addition to story-telling lore. 


ROSEMARY’S SECRET. 
Eberle. Random, $2.50. 

An exciting mystery for the eight-to-ten 
year-olds. A deserted house, a mysterious 
old man, suspense, and the happy fulfill- 
ment of cherished wishes keep the reader 
enthralled. The clear, large print is well 
suited to the age level’s reading pleasure. 


THE STORY OF ROCKS. Dorothy 

Shuttlesworth. Garden City, $2.95. 
Illustrations in color by Su Zan N. Swain 
make this a tantalizing study of rocks and 
minerals. The reader must be caught into 
the spirit of rock collecting as a fascinating 
hobby. The last page, titled “Likely Hunt- 
ing Grounds,”’ is a state-by-state listing of 
available samples. 


Irmengarde 





FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


THE ARMY. C. M. Daugherty; THE 
COAST GUARD. G. Paxton; and THE 
MARINE CORPS. C. E. Hammond. 
Viking, each $2.00. 

These three titles will be particularly ac- 

ceptable to boys who wish to get a fairly 

complete picture of life in the service. 


LIKE A RED, RED ROSE. Florence Mus- 
grave. Hastings, $3.00. 
A teen-age romance told from the point 


of view of a young high-school girl. The} 
episodes and conversations will seem 
familiar and therefore interesting to yo 
teen-age girls. The boy-girl relationships 
should help them see their own lives more _ 
clearly and wisely. ; 


MERRIE MAPLE. Bess Tefft. Dutton, q 

$2.75. a 
This story for older girls treats of a period — 
of time in the life of Merrie Maple when | 
she must make some significant choices, — 
Her realization that her talent for drawing | 
can develop at home as well as at an art 
school, and her ability to fit her ambition © 
into the pattern her life must follow make a _ 
story that girls will enjoy. q 


ROUGH ROAD TO GLORY. William C. 

Gault. Dutton, $2.75. 4 
For auto-racing fans among the teen-agil 
boys. Told in the vernacular of a young’ 
speed king, the episodes show how he 
learned to temper his racing skill with cool-” 
headedness and tolerance. 


17 MILLION JOBS. John Perry. Whittle.” 

sey, $3.95. 3 
This up-to-date source of job information, | 
salary information, etc. will offer helpful” 
facts to many young people seeking to find” 
out more about today’s industry and office 
jobs. 


STARS IN HER EYES. Betty Cavamna. 
Morrow, $2.95. 
A superior teen-age romance which goes. 
deeper than skirting the mind’s surface, 
Betty Cavanna, blending realism and ro- 
mance skilllfully, gives a sympathetic por’ 
trayal of a girl in her early teens, struggling: 
to release the talented personality she hag} 
within. Her experiences are interesting ‘ 
and challenging. 


THE WORLD IN SPACE. Alexander 
Marshack. Nelson, $4.95. 4 
A very accurate picture of the Interna- 
tional Geophysical Year. Its style is one 
that will be enjoyed by those with little 
science background as well as those whd 
are better grounded. For Jr.-High up. We i 
illustrated. 








